
Appendix table 6-54

Region/country/economy 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010
World 2,582 2,953 3,186 4,584 4,313 4,550 4,910 5,349 6,417 7,169 6,696 7,466 6,597 6,606 6,683 6,875

United States 1,057 1,144 1,241 1,647 1,679 1,705 1,966 2,190 2,513 2,671 2,459 2,629 2,257 2,235 1,979 2,057
EU 300 338 368 574 476 557 620 662 786 823 682 750 671 647 651 700

France 67 66 93 119 79 82 98 97 112 108 82 79 80 65 85 78
Germany 90 118 114 189 171 208 221 267 352 348 337 313 301 293 276 333
Italy 8 11 17 27 19 11 29 22 40 46 29 40 39 29 31 34
Netherlands 24 29 27 56 54 38 46 45 57 73 38 74 62 84 94 68
Sweden 9 14 12 20 21 39 36 36 34 30 23 35 25 18 17 25
United Kingdom 87 89 80 135 113 151 149 154 146 158 118 141 106 100 89 107
All others 15 11 25 29 19 28 41 41 45 61 55 67 56 58 59 56

Japan 1,063 1,288 1,366 1,954 1,751 1,888 1,885 1,896 2,288 2,680 2,519 2,865 2,442 2,360 2,506 2,463
China 4 2 0 4 11 6 2 9 14 25 21 24 37 42 46 70
Asia-8 71 95 107 255 241 261 269 401 572 715 807 954 977 1,107 1,274 1,341

India 1 0 1 1 0 1 0 1 1 1 4 1 5 3 3 3
South Korea 51 72 88 204 187 203 199 269 369 449 535 643 681 728 820 811
Taiwan 20 23 17 48 51 51 63 122 193 246 238 292 272 362 439 507
All others 0 0 1 2 3 7 7 9 9 20 30 18 19 14 12 20

All others 87 87 105 151 158 134 167 192 244 256 208 244 213 215 227 244
Central Asia and Europe 15 6 4 10 8 5 11 8 10 19 11 15 10 10 7 18

Russia 0 0 0 0 0 0 7 7 7 15 10 12 8 8 4 13
All others 15 6 4 10 8 5 3 2 4 4 1 3 2 3 3 5

Middle East and North Africa 15 9 13 25 21 21 48 42 59 41 35 39 52 51 61 60
Israel 14 9 13 25 20 21 48 42 59 40 34 38 50 51 60 59
All others 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 0 2 0 1 1

South and Central America 3 1 2 1 3 0 3 1 2 1 1 2 4 2 2 1
Argentina 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Brazil 0 0 2 1 1 0 2 0 1 0 0 2 1 1 1 1
Mexico 3 1 0 0 2 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 3 0 1 0
All others 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 0

Sub-Saharan Africa 1 1 0 1 2 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0
South Africa 1 1 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0
All others 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0

All others 53 70 86 115 124 108 106 141 173 193 161 188 147 152 157 165
Australia 5 5 10 8 15 10 9 9 10 17 13 24 20 22 13 20
Canada 37 49 60 81 69 72 65 89 116 111 106 112 79 87 95 87
Switzerland 11 14 16 22 31 22 29 38 41 57 34 35 36 32 39 49
All others 1 3 1 4 9 5 3 5 7 8 8 18 12 11 10 9

USPTO patents granted in optics technology, by region/country/economy: 1995–2010

EU = European Union; USPTO = U.S. Patent and Trademark Office  
 
NOTES: Technologies classified by The Patent BoardTM. Patents fractionally allocated among regions/countries/economies based on proportion of residences of all named inventors. United States includes Puerto Rico. EU includes 27 
member countries. China includes Hong Kong and Macau. Detail may not add to total because of rounding or minor discrepancies. See appendix table 6-62 for full list of countries by region. 
 
SOURCE: The Patent BoardTM, Proprietary Patent Database, special tabulations (2011). 
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